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ABSTRACT . New records for twenty species of saproxylic tineid moths (Lepidoptera, Tineidae) 
IURP�WKH�%LDáRZLH*D�)RUHVW��1(�3RODQG��DUH�SUHVHQWHG��0RVW�VSHFLHV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�
laboratory breeding of the adult moths from the sporocarps of wood-decaying fungi inhabited by 
the larvae. Some species were captured using barrier traps or were collected at light. One species, 
Dryadaula irinae (SAVENKOV, 1989), is recorded for the first time from Poland and three others, 
Nemaxera betulinella (PAYKULL , 1785), Nemapogon fungivorella (BENANDER, 1939) and Elatobia 
fuliginosella LIENIG & ZELLER�� ������ DUH� UHFRJQL]HG� DV� QHZ� IRU� WKH� IDXQD� RI� WKH� %LDáRZLH*D�
Forest. The current distribution in Poland of each species is briefly discussed, and some remarks on 
its biology are given. 
 
KEY WORDS : faunistic records, microlepidoptera, saproxylic insects, bracket fungi, wood 
inhabiting fungi, polypores, old-growth forest. 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The family Tineidae is represented in Poland by more than 50 species in 26 genera. Adults 

are small to medium-sized moths, usually with cryptic wing colouration. They rest with the 

wings raised ‘tent-like’ over the body and run rather than fly when alarmed. Compared to 

other groups of Microlepidoptera, tineids are distinguished by the unusual biology of their 

larvae, which are adapted to feed on a variety of materials, including stored food products 
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(Nemapogoninae), wool, feather and skin (Tineinae), lichens (some Meessiinae), wood-

infesting fungi and decaying wood (Nemapogoninae and Scardiinae). The detailed 

characteristics of the family were presented by HANNEMANN (1977) and ROBINSON (2009). 

Despite the recording in recent years of a number of tineid species new to the fauna of 

Poland (ŠUMPICH et al. 2011, JAWORSKI et al. 2012, X. D2%5=$�6., pers. comm.), 

knowledge concerning this family is still rather scanty. This is mainly because most tineids 

lead a very concealed way of life, both as larva and imago, and very few entomologists 

study them. So far only a few papers have been published on this family of 

Microlepidoptera in Poland (e.g. �/,:,�6., 1963, 1969, BUSZKO 1992, 1996). 

The principle method of collecting tineids is to rear adult moths from the larvae. For 

saproxylic species, i.e. dependent on the wood of dead or dying trees or on wood-inhabiting 

fungi (SPEIGHT 1989), the best results are obtained by collecting the sporocarps of wood-

decomposing fungi inhabited by the larvae. As the larvae often live gregariously, a number 

of specimens can frequently be reared from an individual host fungus. The presence of a 

larva in the fungus is indicated by granules of frass emerging from the sporocarp. The frass 

is usually connected with threads of silk. 

Old-growth forests are of particular interest when studying saproxylic tineids since they 

are both rich in number and diverse in species of bracket fungi. In Poland one of the largest 

DQG� EHVW� SUHVHUYHG� DUHDV� RI� WKLV� W\SH� LV� LQGLVSXWDEO\� WKH� %LDáRZLH*D� )RUHVW� �KHUHDIWHU�

referred to as BF). It is considered a particularly valuable refuge for many species of fungi, 

including hundreds of arboreal species (BUJAKIEWICZ 2003, BUJAKIEWICZ & KUJAWA 

2010, SZCZEPKOWSKI et al. 2011). So far no studies have been conducted in this area 

devoted exclusively to the tineids, although a list of Tineidae of the BF, including 12 

saproxylic species, was given by BUSZKO (2001). 
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MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The material was collected in 2011–2013 in various locations of the BF. Most of the 

specimens were collected by rearing the adult moths from the sporocarps of wood-

decomposing fungi and decaying wood inhabited by the larvae. Some specimens were 
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collected at light or by the use of barrier traps installed on tree trunks (for detailed 

information about methods, see JAWORSKI et al. 2012). The fungi were identified by the 

last-mentioned author, and the nomenclature follows the Index Fungorum (2013). The 

taxonomy and nomenclature of Tineidae follows BUSZKO & NOWACKI (2000). UTM 

coordinates, the name of the nature reserve or the nearest village, and the forest 

compartment number are given for each record. The specimens are deposited in the 

collection of the )RUHVW�5HVHDUFK�,QVWLWXWH��6
NRFLQ�6WDU\��3RODQG� 

 

 

SYSTEMATICS  

Myrmecozelinae 
Haplotinea insectella (FABRICIUS , 1794) 

UTM: FD73, Nieznanowo reserve, compartment 488C: 1 male, 25 VII 2011, collected with 

barrier trap;  

UTM: FD73, Starzyna reserve, comp. 698C and 730A: 1 male and 2 females, 25 VII 2011, 

collected with barrier traps. 

The species is known from almost the whole of Poland (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) and 

was recently also recorded in BF (ŠUMPICH et al. 2011). It is found both in natural 

environments as well as indoors. The larvae feed on various materials, including stored 

food products, grain and wood-inhabiting fungi (BENGTSSON et al. 2008).  

 

Meessiinae 
Stenoptinea cyaneimarmorella (MILLIÈRE , 1854) 

UTM: FD85, Gruszki, comp. 80C: 1 female, 15 VI 2013, collected at light; 

UTM: FD83, Podcerkwa reserve, comp. 577A: 1 male, 4 VII 2013, collected at light. 

In Poland the species is known from only a few localities, including BF (BUSZKO & 

NOWACKI 2000, BUSZKO 2001). Recently it was recorded from north-eastern and western 

parts of the country (JAWORSKI et al. 2011). Little is known about the biology but larvae are 

believed to feed on various lichens (BENGTSSON et al. 2008). The adults are sometimes 

attracted to light. 

 

Agnathosia mendicella (DENIS & SCHIFFERMÜLLER , 1775) 
(Fig. 1) 

UTM: FD73, Nieznanowo reserve, comp. 488C: 1 female, 6 VI 2011, collected at light, 1 female, 

ex larva, 14 V 2011, 1 female, ex larva, 7 VI 2011, reared from Fomitopsis rosea (ALB. & SCHWEIN.) 

P. Karst. on Norway spruce Picea abies (L.) H. KARST; 
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Figs 1-8. 1 – Agnathosia mendicella, female, wingspan 12 mm; 2 – Nemapogon wolffiella, male, 

wingspan 13 mm; 3 – Nemapogon fungivorella, female, wingspan 13 mm; 4 – Elatobia fuliginosella, 

female, wingspan 22 mm; 5 – Dryadaula irinae, male, wingspan 13 mm; 6 – Larva of Dryadaula 

irinae, length 10 mm; 7 – Dryadaula irinae – larval shelter; 8 – Dryadaula irinae – pupal case. 
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UTM: FD74, Sacharewo, comp. 413B: 1 male, 12 VI 2012, collected at light;  

870��)'����àR]LFH��FRPS�����'����PDOH�����9,�������FROOHFWHG�DW�OLJKW�� 

UTM: FD94, Wysokie Bagno reserve, comp. 477B: 1 male, ex larva, 26 IV 2012, reared from  

F. rosea on Norway spruce P. abies; 

UTM: FD83, Podcerkwy, comp. 523C: 8 males and 13 females, ex larvae, 6 V–18 VI 2012, 

reared from F. rosea on Norway spruce P. abies;  

UTM: FD85, Narewka, comp. 186D: 5 males and 6 females, ex larvae, 6 II–22 III 2013, reared 

from F. rosea on Norway spruce P. abies;  

UTM: FD74, Lipiny, comp. 272D: 6 males and 11 females, ex larvae, 27 V–3 VII 2013, reared 

from F. rosea on Norway spruce P. abies; 

UTM: FD94, Wysokie Bagno reserve, comp. 477B: 1 male, 3 VII 2013, collected at light. 

The species is distributed in the north-eastern and southern parts of the country 

(BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) and is rather rarely recorded. Larvae develop on very few 

species of bracket fungi, with a noticeable preference for Fomitopsis rosea (KOMONEN et 

al. 2001). In BF the species is quite easy to find in the larval stage. The adult moths are 

attracted to light.  

 

Scardiinae 
Montescardia tessulatellus (LIENIG &  ZELLER , 1846) 

UTM: FD83, 3U]HZáRND� UHVHUYH�� FRPS�� ���%�� �� PDOH�� H[� ODUYD�� ��� ,9� ������ UHDUHG� IURP�

Piptoporus betulinus (BULL.) P. KARST. on birch Betula pendula ROTH; 

UTM: FD94, Wysokie Bagno reserve, comp. 477B: 1 male, ex larva, 18 IV 2012, reared from 

Fomitopsis rosea (ALB. & SCHWEIN.) P. KARST. on Norway spruce Picea abies (L.) H. KARST;  

870��)'����àR]LFH��FRPS�����'����PDOH��H[� ODUYD�����,9���������PDOH��H[� ODUYD����,9�������

reared from Daedalea quercina (L.) PERS. on pedunculate oak Quercus robur L.;  

UTM: FD85, Gruszki, comp. 80C: 1 male, ex larva, 21 I 2013, reared from P. betulinus on birch 

B. pendula;  

UTM: FD85, Narewka, comp. 186D: 1 male, ex larva, 22 I 2013, 2 males, ex larvae, 1 II 2013, 

reared from P. betulinus on birch B. pendula;  

UTM: FD84, Teremiski, comp. 338A: 1 female, ex larva, 8 III 2013, reared from P. betulinus on 

birch B. pendula; 

UTM: FD74, Lipiny, comp. 271C: 1 male, ex larva, 15 VI 2013, reared from D. quercina on 

pedunculate oak Q. robur. 

So far this species was known from the north-east, south-west and south of the country 

(BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) but a recent record from central Poland (T. JAWORSKI, unpubl. 

data) may indicate a broader distribution. Larvae feed on a few species of bracket fungi, 



 Polish Journal of Entomology 83 (1)

 

 

10 

often on Daedalea quercina and Piptoporus betulinus, or in decaying wood (J. BUSZKO, 

pers. comm.). 

 

Scardia boletella (FABRICIUS , 1794) 
UTM: FD73, Starzyna reserve, comp. 698B, 698C and 730A: 5 females, 25 VII 2011, collected 

with use of barrier trap;  

UTM: FD73, Pogorzelce reserve, comp. 252B: 2 females, ex larvae, 14 VI 2012, 1 female, ex 

larva, 22 VI 2012, reared from Fomes fomentarius (L.) FR. on pedunculate oak Quercus robur L.; 

UTM: FD94, Wysokie Bagno reserve, comp. 477B: 1 female, 3 VII 2013, collected at light. 

S. boletella is a red-listed saproxylic species. The species is known from only a few 

localities situated in north-eastern and southern Poland and it is found in mature forests 

with a continuity of dead wood (BUSZKO 2004). The caterpillars develop in decaying wood 

of broadleaved trees (mainly of beech Fagus sylvatica L. and birch Betula spp.) and in large 

sporocarps of polypore fungi (e.g. Fomes fomentarius). In BF the species is common and 

easy to find especially in the larval stage. The adults are sometimes attracted to light.  

 

Morophaga choragella (DENIS & SCHIFFERMÜLLER , 1775) 
UTM: FD83, 3U]HZáRND�UHVHUYH��FRPS�����%����IHPDOH����9,�������FROOHFWHG�DW�OLJKW����IHPDOH��

ex larva, 29 IV 2011, reared from Fomitiporia punctata (PILÁT ) MURRILL on hazel Corylus avellana 

L.; 

UTM: FD73, Nieznanowo reserve, comp. 488C: 1 female, 25 VII 2011, 2 females, 6 IX 2011, 

collected with use of barrier traps, 3 males, 2 females, ex larvae, 29 IV–10 V 2011, reared from F. 

punctata on hazel C. avellana; 

UTM: FD73, Starzyna reserve, comp. 698B, 698C and 730A: 3 males and 1 female, 25 VII 2011, 

1 female, 6 IX 2011, collected with barrier traps, 1 female, ex larva, 2 V 2011, reared from 

Ganoderma applanatum (PERS.) PAT. on pedunculate oak Quercus robur L., 5 males and 3 females, 

ex larvae, 26 IV–26 V 2011, reared from Trametes sp. On birch Betula pendula ROTH; 

UTM: )'����7RSLáR��FRPS�����$����PDOH��H[� ODUYD�����9������� UHDUHG� IURP�Cerrena unicolor 

(BULL.) MURRILL on birch B. pendula; 

870��)'����àR]LFH��FRPS�����'���� IHPDOHV��H[� ODUYDH���–9 V 2011, reared from Bjerkandera 

adusta (WILLD .) P. KARST. on hornbeam Carpinus betulus L., 1 female, ex larva, 8 VI 2012, reared 

from Fomitiporia robusta (P. KARST.) FIASSON & NIEMELÄ on pedunculate oak Q. robur; 

UTM: FD95, Masiewo, comp. 67C: 1 male, ex larva, 25 II 2013, reared from Fomes fomentarius 

(L.) FR. on black alder Alnus glutinosa GAERTN., 1 male, ex larva, 1 III 2013, reared from  

G. applanatum on birch B. pendula, 4 males and 2 females, ex larvae, 1–15 II 2013, reared from  

B. adusta on Norway maple Acer platanoides L.; 

UTM: FD85, Narewka, comp. 186D: 1 female, ex larva, 6 II 2013, reared from Phaeolus 

schweinitzii (FR.) PAT. on Norway spruce Picea abies (L.) H. KARST.; 
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UTM: FD74, Lipiny, comp. 272D: 1 female, ex larva, 11 VI 2013, reared from Heterobasidion 

parviporum NIEMELÄ & K ORHONEN on Norway spruce P. abies. 

The species is distributed throughout Poland (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) and is one of 

the most common saproxylic tineids. The larvae inhabit a variety of bracket fungi and may 

also develop in decaying wood. The adults are sometimes confused with those of 

Montescardia tessulatellus, from which they can be distinguished by their piliform 

antennae in males, or on the basis of slight differences in wing pattern.  

  

Nemapogoninae 
Triaxomera fulvimitrella (SODOFFSKY, 1830) 

UTM: FD73, Starzyna reserve, comp. 699A and 729A: 1 female, ex larva, 26 V 2011, reared 

from Fomes fomentarius (L.) FR. on birch Betula pendula ROTH, 1 female, ex larva, 19 V 2011, 

reared from Stereum rugosum PERS. on hazel Corylus avellana L.; 

UTM: FD85, Pogorzelce reserve, comp. 252B: 1 male, ex larva, 20 IV 2012, reared from  

F. fomentarius on hazel C. avellana, 1 male and 2 females, ex larvae, 18–23 IV 2012, reared from 

Mensularia radiata (SOWERBY) LÁZARO IBIZA on hazel C. avellana, 2 males and 1 female, ex larvae, 

18–23 IV 2012, reared from Fomitiporia punctata (PILÁT ) MURRILL on hazel C. avellana; 

UTM: FD85, Gruszki, comp. 80C: 2 males, ex larvae, 8 and 12 II 2013, reared from M. radiata 

on hazel C. avellana, 1 female, ex larva, 18 III 2013, reared from Phellinus tremulae (BONDARTSEV) 

BONDARTSEV & P.N. BORISOV on aspen Populus tremula L., 1 male, ex larvae, 19 V 2013, reared 

from F. punctata on hazel C. avellana, 1 female, ex larvae, 27 V 2013, reared from F. fomentarius on 

hornbeam Carpinus betulus L.; 

UTM: FD85, Narewka, comp. 186D: 1 male and 2 females, ex larvae, 13–18 II 2013, reared from 

decaying wood of hornbeam C. betulus; 

UTM: FD74, Lipiny, comp. 272D: 1 female, ex larva, 31 V 2013, reared from Stereum rugosum 

Pers. on hazel C. avellana. 

The species is known from only a few localities situated in the north and south of 

Poland (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000). Recently is was recorded from the Biebrza National 

Park (JAWORSKI et al. 2011) and, as a new species for this region, from BF (ŠUMPICH et al. 

2011). Larvae develop in decaying wood and bracket fungi growing on deciduous trees. 

 
Triaxomera parasitella (HÜBNER, 1796) 

UTM: FD73, Nieznanowo reserve, comp. 488C: 1 female, 6 VI 2011, collected at light; 

UTM: FD73, Starzyna reserve, comp. 698C: 1 female, ex larva, 9 V 2011, reared from Fomes 

fomentarius (L.) FR. on birch Betula pendula ROTH; 
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870��)'����7RSLáR��FRPS�����$����PDOH��H[�ODUYD�����,9�������UHDUHG�IURP�Stereum rugosum 

PERS. on hazel Corylus avellana L., 2 females, ex larvae, 2 and 5 V 2011, reared from F. fomentarius 

on pedunculate oak Quercus robur L.; 

UTM: FD85, Narewka, comp. 186D: 1 female, ex larva, 15 III 2013, reared from Fomitiporia 

robusta (P. KARST.) FIASSON & NIEMELÄ on pedunculate oak Q. robur; 

UTM: FD74, Lipiny, comp. 272D: 1 female, ex larva, 4 VI 2013, reared from the bark of sessile 

oak Quercus petraea (MATT.) LIEBL. infested with Bjerkandera adusta (WILLD .) P. KARST. and 

Hypoxylon fuscum (PERS.) FR. 

The current distribution of Triaxomera parasitella covers almost the whole country 

(BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000), yet it is rather infrequently encountered. In BF it is known 

from old (BUSZKO 2001) as well as from more recent findings (ŠUMPICH et al. 2011). 

Larvae inhabit bracket fungi and rotting wood, presumably only of deciduous trees. The 

adults are sometimes attracted to light. 

 

Archinemapogon yildizae KOÇAK , 1981 
UTM: FD73, Starzyna reserve, comp. 698B, 698C and 730A: 1 female, 25 VII 2011, 1 female,  

6 IX 2011, collected with barrier traps, 6 males, ex larvae, 29 IV–26 V 2011, reared from Fomes 

fomentarius (L.) FR. on birch Betula pendula ROTH; 

UTM: FD73, Starzyna, comp. 728A and 728D: 3 males and 4 females, ex larvae, 17 V–18 VI 

2011, reared from Phellinus tremulae (BONDARTSEV) BONDARTSEV & P.N. BORISOV on aspen 

Populus tremula L.; 

UTM: FD73, Nieznanowo reserve, comp. 488C: 1 female, ex larva, 29 IV 2011, reared from 

Fomitopsis pinicola (SW.) P. Karst. on Norway spruce Picea abies (L.) H. KARST, 1 male, ex larva,  

26 VI 2011, reared from F. piniola on lime Tilia cordata Mill.; 

870��)'����7RSLáR�� FRPS�����$�DQG����'����PDOH�� H[� ODUYD�����9��������� IHPDOH�� H[� ODUYD�� 

26 V 2011, reared from F. pinicola on black alder Alnus glutinosa GAERTN., 2 males and 2 females, 

ex larvae, 30 IV–15 VI 2012, reared from P. tremulae on aspen P. tremula, 1 male, ex larva, 24 V 

2012, reared from Piptoporus betulinus (BULL.) P. KARST. on birch B. pendula; 

870��)'����àR]LFH��FRPS�����'����IHPDOH��H[�ODUYD�����9,�������UHDUHG�IURP�F. fomentarius on 

birch B. pendula; 

UTM: FD94, Wysokie Bagno reserve, comp. 477B: 2 males and 2 females, ex larvae, 17 IV–2 V 

2012, reared from F. pinicola on Norway spruce P. abies, 1 male, ex larva, 21 IV 2012, reared from 

F. fomentarius on birch B. pendula; 

UTM: FD85, Pogorzelce reserve, comp. 252B: 2 females, ex larvae, 17 IV and 17 VI 2012, reared 

from Pycnoporellus fulgens (FR.) DONK on Norway spruce P. abies, 2 males and 3 females, ex larvae, 

23 IV–17 V 2012, reared from F. pinicola on lime T. cordata, 2 males and 2 females, ex larvae,  

26 IV–8 VI 2012, reared from F. fomentarius on hornbeam C. betulus L., 3 males and 1 female, ex 

larvae, 17 IV–8 VI 2012, reared from Mensularia radiata (SOWERBY) LÁZARO IBIZA on hazel Corylus 
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avellana L., 2 males and 2 females, ex larvae, 20–26 IV 2012, reared from Fomitopsis rosea (ALB. & 

SCHWEIN.) P. KARST. on Norway spruce P. abies; 

UTM: FD83, Podcerkwa reserve, comp. 577D: 1 male, ex larvae, 26 IV 2012, reared from F. 

fomentarius on birch B. pendula;  

UTM: FD83, Podcerkwy, comp. 523C, 542D, 578B and 581D: 1 male, ex larva, 21 IV 2012, 

reared from P. tremulae on aspen P. tremula, 2 males and 2 females, ex larvae, 17 IV–2 V 2012, 

reared from M. radiata on hazel C. avellana, 2 males and 1 female, ex larvae, 21 IV–3 V 2012, reared 

from F. fomentarius on Norway maple Acer platanoides L., 6 males and 8 females, ex larvae, 30 IV–

22 VI 2012, reared from F. fomentarius on aspen P. tremula, 4 females, ex larvae, 24 V–10 VI 2012, 

reared from F. fomentarius on black alder A. glutinosa; 

870�� )'���� /DV\�1DWXUDOQH� 3XV]F]\� %LDáRZLHVNLHM� UHVHUYH�� FRPS��547A: 1 female, ex larva,  

12 V 2012, reared from F. pinicola on birch B. pendula; 

UTM: FD95, Masiewo, comp. 67C: 14 males and 7 females, ex larvae, 28 I–29 III 2013, reared 

from F. fomentarius on black alder A. glutinosa, 7 males and 7 females, ex larvae, 1 II–5 IV 2013, 

reared from Bjerkandera adusta (WILLD .) P. KARST. on Norway maple A. platanoides; 

870��)'����0LNáDV]HZR��FRPS��48A: 4 males and 8 females, ex larvae, 25 II–3 IV 2013, reared 

from F. pinicola on birch B. pendula; 

UTM: FD85, Gruszki, comp. 80C: 3 males, ex larvae, 10 II 2013, reared from Mensularia radiata 

(SOWERBY) LÁZARO IBIZA on hazel C. avellana, 1 female, ex larva, 11 II 2013, reared from 

Laetiporus sulphureus (BULL.) MURRILL on black alder A. glutinosa; 

UTM: FD85, Narewka, comp. 186D: 1 female, ex larva, 16 IV 2013, reared from B. adusta on 

hornbeam C. betulus, 3 males and 2 females, ex larvae, 29 I–15 IV 2013, reared from Phaeolus 

schweinitzii (FR.) PAT. on Norway spruce P. abies; 

UTM: FD74, Lipiny, comp. 272D: 2 males and 2 females, ex larvae, 11–26 VI 2013, reared from 

bark of sessile oak Quercus petraea (MATT.) LIEBL. infested with Bjerkandera adusta (WILLD .)  

P. KARST. and Hypoxylon fuscum (PERS.) FR. 

The species is at present known from the whole of Poland (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000) 

including BF (BUSZKO 2001). It is one of the most commonly encountered species among 

saproxylic Tineidae. Larvae live gregariously in many species of wood-decaying fungi 

growing on both deciduous and coniferous trees. They often cause almost complete 

destruction of the sporocarp. 

 

Nemaxera betulinella (PAYKULL , 1785) 
870��)'����7RSLáR�� FRPS�����$����PDOHV�DQG��� IHPDOHV��H[� ODUYDH����� ,9–9 VI 2011, reared 

from Cerrena unicolor (BULL.) MURRILL on birch Betula pendula ROTH; 

UTM: FD73, Starzyna, comp. 728D: 1 male, ex larva, 17 VI 2011, 1 male, ex larva, 24 VI 2011, 

reared from Stereum sp. on aspen Populus tremula L.; 
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UTM: FD83, Podcerkwy, comp. 578B: 1 female, ex larva, 12 V 2012, reared from Pseudochaete 

tabacina (SOWERBY) T. WAGNER & M. FISCH. on hazel Corylus avellana L.; 

UTM: FD73, àR]LFH��FRPS�����'����PDOH��H[� ODUYD�����9��������� IHPDOH��H[� ODUYD����9�������

reared from Bjerkandera adusta (WILLD .) P. KARST. on hornbeam Carpinus betulus L., 1 male, ex 

larva, 10 VI 2012, reared from Trichaptum biforme (FR.) RYVARDEN on birch B. pendula; 

UTM: FD95, Masiewo, comp. 67C: 2 males and 2 females, ex larvae, 11 II–8 III 2013, reared 

from B. adusta on Norway maple Acer platanoides L.; 

UTM: FD85, Narewka, comp. 186D, 1 male, ex larva, 6 II 2013, 1 female, ex larva, 14 III 2013, 

reared from B. adusta on hornbeam C. betulus; 

UTM: FD85, Gruszki, comp. 80C: 4 females, ex larvae, 20 VI–3 VII 2013, reared from Stereum 

rugosum PERS. on hazel C. avellana, 1 male and 3 females, ex larvae, 15 VI–9 VII 2013, reared from 

Fomitiporia punctata (PILÁT ) MURRILL on hazel C. avellana. 

This species occurs in a dozen localities scattered around Poland (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 

2000). Larvae inhabit a few species of wood-decomposing fungi, usually those growing on 

broadleaved species (BENGTSSON et al. 2008). Our findings of Nemaxera betulinella are the 

first records of the species in BF.  

 

Nemapogon granella (LINNAEUS, 1758) 
UTM: FD85, Gruszki, comp. 80C: 5 males and 2 females, ex larvae, 11 II–18 III 2013, reared 

from Laetiporus sulphureus (BULL.) MURRILL on black alder Alnus glutinosa GAERTN., 5 males and  

4 females, ex larvae, 7 II–15 III 2013, reared from Hapalopilus croceus (PERS.) DONK on pedunculate 

oak Quercus robur L.; 

870��)'�����ZLQRURMH��FRPS��������PDOH�DQG���IHPDOH��H[�ODUYDH����DQG����9,�������UHDUHG�IURP�

Phaeolus schweinitzii (FR.) PAT. on Scots pine Pinus sylvestris L. 

Nemapogon granella is one of the most common species in the family Tineidae and the 

present distribution of the species covers almost the whole of Poland (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 

2000). It occurs in both natural and anthropogenic environments (e.g. houses, barns), where 

it has become a serious pest of stored food products. In the wild the larvae inhabit 

sporocarps of wood-decaying fungi, preferably old and dry specimens.  

 

Nemapogon cloacella (HAWORTH , 1828) 
UTM: FD73, Nieznanowo reserve, comp. 488C: 1 male, 6 VI 2011, collected at light, 1 male and 

1 female, 6 IX 2011, collected with barrier traps, 1 male, ex larva, 21 V 2011, reared from 

Fomitiporia punctata (PILÁT ) MURRILL on hazel Corylus avellana L.; 

UTM: FD85, Pogorzelce reserve, comp. 252B: 1 male, 21 V 2012, collected at light; 

UTM: FD74, Sacharewo, comp. 413B: 4 males, 12 VI 2012, collected at light; 
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UTM: FD73, Starzyna reserve, comp. 698C, 699B and 730A: 7 males and 4 females, 25 VII 

2011, collected with barrier traps, 1 male, ex larva, 14 V 2011, reared from Ganoderma applanatum 

(PERS.) PAT. on pedunculate oak Quercus robur L., 1 male, ex larva, 19 V 2011, reared from 

Fomitiporia robusta (P. KARST.) FIASSON & NIEMELÄ on pedunculate oak Q. robur; 

U70��)'����7RSLáR��FRPS�����$����PDOH�DQG���IHPDOH��H[�ODUYDH�����9�������UHDUHG�IURP�Fomes 

fomentarius (L.) FR. on birch Betula pendula ROTH; 

UTM: FD73, Starzyna, comp. 728D: 1 male, ex larva, 16 V 2011, reared from Stereum sp. on 

aspen Populus tremula L.; 

870��)'����àR]LFH��FRPS�����'����PDOHV�DQG���IHPDOH��H[� ODUYDH���–10 V 2011, reared from 

Bjerkandera adusta (WILLD .) P. KARST. on hornbeam Carpinus betulus L.; 

870��)'����7RSLáR��FRPS�����$����PDOH��H[�ODUYD����,9�������UHDUHG�IURP�Mensularia radiata 

(SOWERBY) LÁZARO IBIZA on black alder Alnus glutinosa GAERTN.; 

UTM: FD85, Gruszki, comp. 80C: 1 male and 2 females, ex larvae, 13 II–21 III 2013, reared from 

Porodaedalea pini (BROT.) MURRILL [=Phellinus pini (BROT.) BONDARTSEV & SINGER] on Scots pine 

Pinus sylvestris L., 1 female, ex larva, 5 III 2013, reared from Laetiporus sulphureus (BULL.) 

MURRILL on black alder A. glutinosa, 3 males and 2 females, ex larvae, 11 II–27 III 2013, reared from 

Hapalopilus croceus (PERS.) DONK on pedunculate oak Q. robur; 

UTM: FD85, Narewka, comp. 186D: 2 males, ex larvae, 8–26 II 2013, reared from B. adusta on 

hornbeam C. betulus, 1 male, ex larva, 7 II 2013, reared from Phaeolus schweinitzii (FR.) PAT. on 

Norway spruce Picea abies (L.) H. KARST; 

UTM: FD74, Lipiny, comp. 271C, 272C and 272D: 1 male, ex larva, 21 V 2013, reared from 

Heterobasidion parviporum NIEMELÄ & KORHONEN on Norway spruce P. abies, 2 males, ex larvae, 

19 V and 11 VI 2013, reared from the bark of sessile oak Quercus petraea (MATT.) LIEBL. infested 

with Bjerkandera adusta (WILLD .) P. KARST. and Hypoxylon fuscum (PERS.) FR., 1 male, ex larva,  

15 VI 2013, reared from B. adusta on hornbeam C. betulus; 

UTM: FD94, Wysokie Bagno reserve, comp. 477B: 1 male, 3 VII 2013, collected at light. 

This species is another common representative of the saproxylic tineids, yet unlike the 

previous species, it is found almost exclusively in natural environments. Larvae live in 

various wood-inhabiting fungi and in rotting wood. Adult moths are attracted to light.  

 

Nemapogon wolffiella KARSHOLT & N IELSEN, 1976 
(Fig. 2) 

870��)'����3U]HZáRND�UHVHUYH��FRPS�����%����PDOH����9,�������FROOHFWHG�DW�OLJKW� 

UTM: FD74, Sacharewo, comp. 413B: 1 male, 12 VI 2012, collected at light; 

UTM: FD94, Wysokie Bagno reserve, comp. 477B: 1 male, 3 VII 2013, collected at light. 

The species is known from only a few localities scattered across Poland (BUSZKO & 

NOWACKI 2000). Recently it was recorded from south-eastern Poland (B�.2:6.,� & 
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LARSSON 2011) and from BF (ŠUMPICH et al. 2011). Little is known about the biology of 

this species. Like the larvae of other species in the genus, caterpillars of Nemapogon 

wolffiella develop in some species of wood-inhabiting fungi and rotting wood. Adult moths 

are sometimes attracted to light, and males are also lured to the sexual pheromones of some 

clearwing moths (Sesiidae) (B�.2:6.,�& L ARSSON 2011, BENGTSSON et al. 2008)  
 

Nemapogon variatella (CLEMENS, 1859) 
UTM: FD83, Podcerkwa reserve, comp. 577D: 1 male, 22 V 2012, collected at light; 

UTM: FD73, Starzyna reserve, comp. 698C: 1 male and 1 female, 25 VII 2011, collected with 

barrier traps; 

UTM: FD85, Narewka, comp. 186D: 1 male and 2 females, ex larvae, 26 II–4 III 2013, reared 

from Phaeolus schweinitzii (FR.) PAT. on Norway spruce Picea abies (L.) H. KARST.; 

UTM: FD74, Lipiny, comp. 271C and 272D: 1 female, ex larva, 19 V 2013, reared from the bark 

of sessile oak Quercus petraea (MATT.) LIEBL. infested with Bjerkandera adusta (WILLD .) P. KARST. 

and Hypoxylon fuscum (PERS.) FR., 1 male, ex larva, 9 VI 2013, reared from Fomitiporia robusta (P. 

KARST.) FIASSON & NIEMELÄ on sessile oak Q. petraea, 3 males and 3 females, ex larvae, 5–15 VII 

2013, reared from Stereum rugosum PERS. and B. adusta on hazel Corylus avellana L. 

The species is widely distributed throughout Poland (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000). The 

biology is similar to that of Nemapogon granella; larvae inhabit natural as well as 

anthropogenic environments and feed on various materials, including food products, grain, 

wood-decaying fungi and rotting wood. 

 

Nemapogon clematella (FABRICIUS , 1781) 

UTM: FD85, Gruszki, comp. 80C: 13 males and 23 females, ex larvae, 3 IV – 19 VII 2013, reared 

from decaying wood of hazel Corylus avellana L. covered with sporocarps of Hypoxylon fuscum 

(PERS.) FR.; 

UTM: FD74, Lipiny, comp. 271C, 1 female, ex larva, 3 VII 2013, reared from decaying wood of 

hazel Corylus avellana L. covered with sporocarps of H. fuscum; 

UTM: FD94, Wysokie Bagno reserve, comp. 477B: 1 female, 3 VII 2013, collected at light. 

This species is known from several, partly historical, localities across the country 

(BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000). Larvae live in wood of deciduous trees decomposed by some 

wood-decaying fungi, e.g. Hazel Woodwart H. fuscum. The species is easy to find at this 

stage as larvae form characteristic protuberant galleries on the bark surface. These are 

composed of wood dust extruded by the caterpillars as they feed. The adults can often be 

reared in numbers from such material. 
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Nemapogon fungivorella (BENANDER, 1939) 
(Fig. 3) 

UTM: FD85, Gruszki, comp. 80C: 3 females, ex larvae, 13 VI 2013, reared from Daedalea 

quercina (L.) PERS. on northern red oak Quercus rubra L. 

The species is one of the most local tineids in Poland and has so far been recorded only 

in central and western parts of the country (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000). Little is known 

about its biology but larvae are probably monophagous and feed exclusively on the fungus 

Daedalea quercina. They create galleries on the underside of the sporocarp resembling 

those of Montescardia tessulatellus. Records from fungi growing on beech Fagus sylvatica 

L. (�/,:,�6.,�1963) require confirmation. This is a new species for the fauna of BF.  

 

Nemapogon picarella (CLERCK , 1759) 
UTM: FD73, Nieznanowo reserve, comp. 488C: 1 male, 6 VI 2011, collected at light; 

UTM: FD85, Pogorzelce reserve, comp. 252B: 2 males, 21 V 2012, collected at light; 

UTM: FD83, Podcerkwa reserve, comp. 577D: 2 males, 22 V 2012, collected at light. 

The species is known from several localities in Poland (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000). 

Larvae develop in sporocarps of wood-inhabiting fungi and in decaying wood of 

broadleaved trees. According to some authors it shows a preference for the fungus 

Piptoporus betulinus (BENGTSSON et al. 2008), while others indicate Inonotus radiatus 

(=Mensularia radiata) as the most preferred species (BUSZKO 1992). 

 
Tineinae 

Elatobia fuliginosella (LIENIG  & Z ELLER , 1846) 
(Fig. 4) 

UTM: FD94, Wysokie Bagno reserve, comp. 477B: 1 female, 3 VII 2013, collected at light. 

Until recently, this rare species had been recorded only from southern and south-

western Poland (BUSZKO & NOWACKI 2000), but a recent record from central Poland 

(JAWORSKI et al. 2011) as well as the current finding in the BF suggest a wider distribution. 

The species is believed to be associated with open pine woods, where the larvae develop 

under the bark feeding on various kinds of detritus (BENGTSSON et al. 2008). Elatobia 

fuliginosella is recorded for the first time from the BF. 

 

Dryadaula caucasica (ZAGULAJEV , 1970) 
UTM: FD85, Pogorzelce reserve, comp. 252B: 1 male and 1 female, ex larvae, 6 IV 2012, reared 

from rotting wood of hornbeam Carpinus betulus L. infested with Stereum rugosum PERS.; 
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UTM: FD74, Lipiny, comp. 272D: 1 male, ex larva, 9 VI 2013, 1 female, ex larva, 13 VI 2013, 

reared from the bark of sessile oak Quercus petraea (MATT.) LIEBL. infested with Bjerkandera adusta 

(WILLD .) P. KARST. and Hypoxylon fuscum (PERS.) FR.; 

UTM: FD94, Wysokie Bagno reserve, comp. 477B: 1 male, 3 VII 2013, collected at light. 

This species was only recently recorded in Poland for the first time on the basis of 

specimens collected in BF (JAWORSKI et al. 2012) and currently no further records are 

known outside this area. Larvae live in wood-inhabiting fungi and rotting wood of 

deciduous species. The adults are sometimes attracted to light (present results). Our new 

records of Dryadaula caucasica in BF indicate a wide occurrence of this species in the 

area.  

 
Dryadaula irinae (SAVENKOV , 1989) 

(Fig. 5) 
UTM: FD85, Gruszki, comp. 80C: 1 male, ex larva, 8 III 2013, 1 female, ex larva, 6 VI 2013, 

reared from dead branch of hazel Corylus avellana L. infested with fungus Hypoxylon fuscum (PERS.) 

FR.  

Dryadaula irinae is a new species in the fauna of Poland. It was described under the 

name Archimeesia irinae from Latvia (SAVENKOV 1989). Subsequently, the species was 

reported only from Austria (HUEMER 1996) and Slovakia (PASTORÁLIS et al. 2011). Thus 

far, no information about its biology has been published and the results of our studies 

provide the first reliable data in this respect.  

Three larvae of D. irinae were found during our studies and we succeeded in rearing the 

adult moths from two of them. The larvae have a reddish-brown body colouration and the 

head and tergal plates are almost black (Fig. 6). Aside from some sparse pale hairs on the 

head capsule and the sides of the body, they are almost naked. The larva produces a shelter 

of silk and frass on the surface of the substrate, under which it hides when not feeding 

(Fig.7). It is also under this cover that pupation takes place (Fig. 8). The larvae were found 

to feed on the stromata of Hazel Woodwart Hypoxylon fuscum growing on the bark of dead 

standing stems of hazel C. avellana (damaged stromata are shown in Fig. 7). The habitat 

was old-growth mixed forest with pedunculate oak Quercus robur L., Scots pine Pinus 

sylvestris L., and hornbeam Carpinus betulus L. as the main tree species. Along with the 

caterpillars of D. irinae, the material was also inhabited by the larvae of another saproxylic 

tineid Nemapogon clematella. 
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DISCUSSION 

Research on saproxylic insects in Poland has a relatively short tradition. Owing to the 

greatest diversity of species and relatively high degree of recognition, such research used to 

focus mainly on beetles. There has been practically no research of this type devoted to 

saproxylic moths, among which tineids are the largest group. Hence, knowledge about their 

biology and ecology is to be found in just a few literature sources (e.g. BUSZKO 1992, 1996, 

�/,:,�6., 1963, 1979). 

$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKUHH�\HDUV�RI�UHVHDUFK�LQ�WKH�%LDáRZLH*D�)RUHVW�����VSHFLHV�RI�VDSUR[\Oic 

tineids (fungus moths) were recorded, which constitute over 80% of all saproxylic species 

within this family in Poland. Among those reported, one species, i.e. Dryadaula irinae, 

should be considered new to the Polish fauna. Moreover, a number of other tineid species 

rare both in Poland and in Europe were also recorded. This testifies to the great value of the  

area covered by the study. At the same time, several of the reported species belong to 

elements new to the BiaáRZLH*D�)RUHVW�� WKLV�GHPRQVWUDWHV�RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG�WKH�LQDGHTXDWH�

knowledge we have of this group of moths in this area, but on the other, the opportunities to 

discover further species, including taxa new to the Polish fauna. 

A few of the species reported deserve special attention, especially as they are rare in 

Poland or Europe. A good example is Scardia boletella, a boreal-mountain element in the 

Polish fauna, with a small number of localities in the country, and at risk of extinction 

because of the conversion or loss of favourable habitats (BUSZKO 2004). A large number of 

observations of its presence in the BiaáRZLH*D� )RUHVW� �H[LW� KROHV� LQ� ZRRG�� SXSDO� FDVHV�

protruding from bark, traces of larval feeding on the sporocarps of tree fungi) suggest that 

its conditions for survival in the area are good. Other rarely encountered tineids worth 

mentioning include Elatobia fuliginosella, Stenoptinea cyaneimarmorella and Dryadaula 

caucasica, species known from just a few localities scattered across Europe (HANNEMANN 

1977, BENGTSSON et al. 2008, ROBINSON 2009). Their biology and ecological requirements, 

however, remain virtually unknown. 

Equally interesting are the trophic associations of fungus moths. The development of 

some species, e.g. Archinemapogon yildizae, Nemapogon cloacella or Morophaga 

choragella, takes place on many taxa of arboreal fungi or in dead wood, without special 

preferences. A number of others, however, show a strong preference for fungal species. 

This is very evident in Agnathosia mendicella: the results of our studies as well as 

published data (KOMONEN et al. 2001, BENGTSSON et al. 2008) point to the association of 

this moth with the protected fungus, Fomitopsis rosea. Our studies also revealed the highly 

specialised food preferences in Nemapogon fungivorella, which was reared only from oak 

mazegill Daedalea quercina, or in Nemapogon clematella, which prefers wood infested by 

the fungus Hypoxylon fuscum. 
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The results of our studies have provided insight into the biology of Dryadaula irinae, a 

species new to the Polish fauna. The species was described for the first time from Latvia 

(SAVENKOV 1989), and later only recorded on the basis of single specimens from Austria 

(HUEMER 1996) and, more recently, from Slovakia (PASTORÁLIS et al. 2011). A similar 

biology is probably characteristic of another member of the genus, D. caucasica. This 

species has recently been recorded for the first time in Poland, also on the basis of 

VSHFLPHQV�FROOHFWHG�LQ�WKH�%LDáRZLH*D�)RUHVW��JAWORSKI et al. 2012). 
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