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Abstract. The Romanian fauna of mantispids (Neuroptera: Mantispidae) is represented by two species,
at least. Data on the distribution of both species is relatively scarce. Mantispa styriaca (Poda, 1761)
is considered an expansive holomediterranean element. Herein, we report a new record of the species
after a half of century. Insights regarding the species ecology are given.
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Mantispidae (Leach, 1815) is a small cosmopolitan family belonging to the
highly diverse order Neuroptera. The genus Mantispa Illiger, 1798, was described,
more than two centuries ago, with the type species Mantis pagana Fabricius, 1775
[= Mantispa styriaca (Poda, 1761)).

The genus Mantispa became the best-known within the Mantispidae family,
probably due to the age of the genus, several species being described worldwide and
incorrectly assigned to this genus (Snyman et al. 2012). Moreover, many studies
(Lambkin, 1986; Hoffman, 2002; Machado & Rafael, 2010; Snyman et al., 2012)
suggest that Mantispa’s distribution includes the Old World, with few Palaearctic and
Oriental species. The species identification relies on several morphological characters,
such as: the ventral colour of the femurs of the first pair of legs being completely
brown, without yellow spots, the wings which are transparent (with no yellowish
or brownish colour), with proximally clear and distally strongly widen pterostigma
(Aspock & Aspock, 1994).

In Europe, the genus is represented by several species: Mantispa incorrupta
Monserrat, 2014, M. aphavexelte Aspock & Aspock, 1994, M. scabricollis McLachlan,
1875, M. perla Pallas, 1772 and M. styriaca (Poda, 1761). The latter two species may
occur in Romania (Kis et al., 1970). However, in the catalogue of the Neuropterida of
the Western Palearctic (Aspock et al., 2001), only M. styriaca is regarded as present
in Romania. Moreover, given the taxonomic history of Mantispa aphavexelte (see
Aspock & Aspock, 1994) and the fact that the drawings of Mantispa perla from
the Kis’s book are actually of Mantispa aphavexelte (Davide Badano, personal
communication), it’s highly probable that this last species also occurs in Romania.
Further studies on the previously collected material of Mantispa perla from Romania
will shed light on this topic.

Mantispa styriaca is one of the most common species of the family Mantispidae
in the Mediterranean region. Its distribution is known also from Western Asia and
Mongolia (Duelli et al., 2015). In Romania, the species is known only from few locations:
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Sibiu, Cluj and Baile Herculane (Kis et al., 1970). However, in the distribution map
of the Mantispa species for Romania (Kis et al., 1970), the latter location is missing.
Herein, we report a new record of the species after a half of century.

The material (1 female) was collected using yellow pant traps (installed in the
canopy, 3 meters high) near Craciunel (46.1298°N, 25.418°E, 520 m a.s.l) (Harghita
County, Romania), on 20.06.2016. The specimen is deposited in the personal collection
of Alexandru Pintilioaie.

Mantispa styriaca is known to be a kleptoparasite in cocoons of wolf spiders
(Gepp, 1986) and it is considered an expansive holomediterranean and xerothermic
element (Kis et al., 1970; Abraham & Papp, 1994). Based on Kis et al. (1970), the
species prefers deciduous forest edges, bushes and trees, mainly in the hilly areas.
According to Monserrat (2014), the species can be found mostly in sunny areas,
usually avoiding wooded and shady places. It has been collected mainly on mature and
isolated oak trees, although it seems to be no direct relationship between the tree and
the insect. Moreover, it may seem that adults can be found between May—September
and between 100—2000 m a.s.l.. In our case, we collected the species from the canopy
of a solitary oak in a pasture.

Increasing the sampling effort in more habitats across the country it may be
revealed that the species is more frequent as it was previously assumed.
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